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Wharton State
Forest Overview

124,350 acres

800,000+ annual visitors

2 historic villages

9 campgrounds

1 swimming area

750 plant species
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Timeline

Sept. 27, 2022: Wharton State Forest Visitor & Vehicle Use Survey Announced
/& Sept 27. - Nov. 11, 2022: Survey Open for Visitor Input
w> Feb. 8, 2023: Visitor & Vehicle Use Survey Results Presented
Feb. - Dec. 2023: Map Development aided by survey results and natural & historic resources

@am Jan. 24, 2024: Draft Visiting Vehicle Use Map Released
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1 5 0 8 ENJOYARLE AREA TO DRIVE OR PREFERRED ROUTE MAP
TOTAL WRITTEN RESPONSES PO e R
199 | AGAINST a permit system

FOR a permit system
332 | keep access AS IS

access RESTRICTED

MORE enforcement

. 52 000 acres were hlghllghted by
survey respondents on average.

Sept. 38 to Nov. 11, 2022 ¥ - Smaller areas of concern were easier to interpret.

Significant number of survey respondents
indicated they visit Wharton for scenic driving, Survey conducted from
followed by other expected uses.

BRHd B

Numbers in parenlheses indicate the number of times this activity was selected

scenic hiking historic photography day to
driving sites day travel
(1321) (1226) (1204) (1174) (1154)

TOTAL SU RVEYS SUBMITTED

Key Vehicle Use Findings

identified from the data
received was Atsion through
Quaker Bridge to Batsto.

D
‘Yz « Most popular driving area
O

« Other less popular driving
areas were also identified.

« Areas of known illegal
off-road vehicle activity were
not identified as important
driving routes.
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Survey Responses o
by Zip Code
y p s NYC

e 301 Zip Codes in NJ
e Responses from every county in NJ
* Burlington County had the most responses, with

08088 being the most frequently used zip code.

Top 5 Zip Code Frequencies
Zip Code Municipalities Frequency
08088 Indian Mills, Shamong, Southampton, Tabernacle, Vincentown 111
08055 Medford, Medford Lakes 58
08037 Ancora, Batsto, Braddock, Blue Anchor, Elm, Folsom, 56 Legend
Hammonton, Mullica, Nesco, Rosedale, Sweetwater DE Surveys Submitted by NJ Zip Code
08004 Atco, Waterford 48 mMD g il
08053 Evesboro, Evesham, Kresson, Marlton, Marlton Lakes, Pine Grove 31 : 2? ?20
] N3 Counties

Out of 1371 NJ Surveys
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Enjoyable area to
drive and/or
preferred route
(under 5,000

acres)

182 Areas Under 5,000 Acres

357 Areas Over 5,000 Acres
539 Total Areas
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Poor condition
(ex. road or
facility
conditions)

336 Total Areas

35 Areas Over 90,000 acres (Areas
identifying all of Wharton)
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Out of 1508 Written Responses

More
Enforcement 96 Other Suggestions:
Maintag; g&i 162 * Barriers
Protect * Better reporting option
Senstive Areas * Designated ORV area/trails
Sigﬁ‘;tgeg 129 * Increase fines
Map of  Management committees
Roads * More parking
Volunteer Oppg"é[;"‘:;‘zg 43 « More horseback riding trails
In-person Cor_nmunication ’5 * Public educat.ion
with Park Staff e Refund permit holders who obey rules
Other : * Stakeholder engagement
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Increased Fines
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In 2021, the State Attorney General’s Office was successful in securing an
increase in fines for illegal off-road vehicle use and damages.

$250 - S500 for a first offense
S500 - $1,000 for a second offense
A minimum of $1,000 for a third or subsequent offense

If a violation results in damage to or destruction of natural resources, an
additional fine of five times the cost of the damage may be assessed.
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5 Consideration of Natural Lands Management Data
Roads & Tralls Wharton State Forest - Draft

Pinelands Comanission
Wharton State Forest - Draft Wharton State Forest - Oraft
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CONSIDERATION OF WETLANDS
Wetlands e vabeabe ccoryrm where e laod i repsdary sstersied with water
ford cxtendd perid o e There an ¢ variety of ypes of wetlead,inchuding. |
ogx manhe and meamps. |

CONSIDERATION OF NATURAL LANDS MANAGEMENT DATA|
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e s A condiion achuing res ot
oot e 1 edangevd s 8 sl

PINELANDS COMMISSION ROADS & TRAILS MAP |
153007, the New fersey Placlands Comminton pusscd # sexolsion St

e 1997 USGS tepographical suaps which Menaibod existing rowds within Wharten |
State Forestthet were sppoop e o enctor vehicle sne

AR wrthiands have @hree exaential characirintics in comemon: waler, satusied wolt |
and wpecially adapeed plasss
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CONSIDERATION OF ENDANGERED AND NONGAME SPECIES | CONSIDERATION OF HISTORIC PRESERVATION OFFICE DATA |
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COMPARISON MAP
Thee Sodes minkdertsfnd “reads
52 basric resosrce coecerrn and the 300 rien of pevy

The Pruposed Wharton Stase Forest

Yellow routes are proposed for viting vhicle . The sext map snd poer ihow
here soxnes coly
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Proposed Routes (190 miles)

Legend

... Proposed Routes not on USGS

___ Proposed Closure: Natural & Historic
Topographic Maps (10 miles)

Resource Concern (200 miles)

Misidentified Routes (120 miles)
Boundary Line

~ Illegal Trail

- Inaccessible

Fire Control Line = Previous Closure
Former Agriculture Private
Hiking Trail

— Nonexistent

= Major Municipal/County/Highway
Road in Wharton

Wetlands

[ Wharton State Forest
Waterbody
Franklin Parker Preserve
Other State Open Space
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Comparison Map
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39:1-1, ot 50q

mies pet hour, unless

S o
Al rated on lands under the
jurisdiction of the State Park Service are subj

subject 1o
motor vehicle laws of the Stae of New Jersey, N.JSA.

The maximum speed limit on all Forest routes is 20
otherwise posted.
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Proposed Visiting Vehicle Use Map
Wharton State Forest

Proposed Routes (200 miles) [ Wharton State Forest
o MajOr Municipal/County/Highway 5 Waterbody
Road in Wharton Franklin Parker Preserve

1 Wetlands Other State Open Space
Natural Areas

s
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All motorzed vehs under the
jurisdiction of the State Park Service are subject 1o
motor vehicle laws of the State of New Jersey, N.JSA.
39:1-1, ot 50q

The maximum speed limit on all Forest routes is 20
mies per hour, unless otherwise posted.
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OPEN HOUSE

The Visiting Vehicle Use Map, clearly delineates legal
routes through the state forest where you can drive
your street legal, registered and insured vehicle.

njparksandforests.org/wharton

SCAN or VISIT njparksandforests.org/wharton
to View & Comment on the Map

View and comment on the proposed Wharton Visiting Vehicle
Use Map, along with several other maps that help outline the
decision-making process.




