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Wharton State 
Forest Overview

• 124,350 acres

• 800,000+ annual visitors

• 2 historic villages

• 9 campgrounds

• 1 swimming area

• 750 plant species
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Timeline
Sept. 27, 2022: Wharton State Forest Visitor & Vehicle Use Survey Announced

Sept 27. - Nov. 11, 2022: Survey Open for Visitor Input

Feb. 8, 2023: Visitor & Vehicle Use Survey Results Presented

Feb. - Dec. 2023: Map Development aided by survey results and natural & historic resources

Jan. 24, 2024: Draft Visiting Vehicle Use Map Released
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Survey Responses 
by Zip Code

• 301 Zip Codes in NJ
• Responses from every county in NJ
• Burlington County had the most responses, with 

08088 being the most frequently used zip code.

Out of 1371 NJ Surveys

Top 5 Zip Code Frequencies
Zip Code Municipalities Frequency

08088 Indian Mills, Shamong, Southampton, Tabernacle, Vincentown 111

08055 Medford, Medford Lakes 58

08037 Ancora, Batsto, Braddock, Blue Anchor, Elm, Folsom, 
Hammonton, Mullica, Nesco, Rosedale, Sweetwater

56

08004 Atco, Waterford 48

08053 Evesboro, Evesham, Kresson, Marlton, Marlton Lakes, Pine Grove 31
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Enjoyable area to 
drive and/or 
preferred route 
(under 5,000 
acres)

182 Areas Under 5,000 Acres
357 Areas Over 5,000 Acres

539 Total Areas
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Poor condition 
(ex. road or 
facility 
conditions)

336 Total Areas

35 Areas Over 90,000 acres (Areas 
identifying all of Wharton)
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Other Suggestions:
• Barriers
• Better reporting option
• Designated ORV area/trails
• Increase fines
• Management committees
• More parking
• More horseback riding trails
• Public education
• Refund permit holders who obey rules
• Stakeholder engagement

Out of 1508 Written Responses

Draft - Confidential and Deliberative
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Increased Fines

• In 2021, the State Attorney General’s Office was successful in securing an 
increase in fines for illegal off-road vehicle use and damages.

• $250 - $500 for a first offense

• $500 - $1,000 for a second offense

• A minimum of $1,000 for a third or subsequent offense

• If a violation results in damage to or destruction of natural resources, an 
additional fine of five times the cost of the damage may be assessed.
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